
Considering winter calls us to slow down and hole in we at Big Buddy have 
been a bit too busy since our last newsletter. We found ourselves new 
premises, a large house in Te Atatu South (see photo on reverse), set it up and 
moved in. That last sentence was easy to write but it took a lot of work to do. 
Finding the right place wasn’t easy, we are after all a little fussy.  Then kitting it 
out with IT stuff, phones and furniture was a marathon effort, but we are here 
now and love it. Our house warming, Sunday 6th Aug, went off well. A hundred 
people turned up and we were fair packed in at one stage. We had a small 
blessing ceremony then did a special acknowledgment for the Troy’s March 
team who raised so much funds and public awareness for us. The lads were 
very humble but I think they really appreciated the Taonga we gifted to them 
and hey they deserved it.  The Big Buddy boats mentioned in our last 
newsletter are safely tucked up in our garage now. We are now working 
through safety procedures and a booking system and will have the boats ready 
for use well before the summer demand comes. Many thanks to Big Buddy 
Chris Moller for his engineering work securing the trailers and racks. So Big 
Buddy has a proper home now and we are all heads down and tails up working 
with the many men, boys and caregivers coming to us. Even in winter the Big 
Buddy community continues to grow.  I have a sense that summer will see us 
grow broader and stronger than ever. What a blessing it is to be part of all this. 
...Go well friend.  
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What's coming up 
Big Buddy Winter Day Out -  
Saturday September 2, 11am - 4pm, at 
Aquatic Park, Parkhurst Road, Parakai. 
Big Buddies, an invite is enclosed. We 
hope you can bring your Little Buddy. 
 

Next Induction Evening for prospective 
Big Buddies is Tuesday 29 August. 
 

Next Big Buddy ‘Monthly Meet’ dates 
21 August and 11 September, 7pm at 
the Grey Lynn Community Centre, 510 
Richmond Road, Grey Lynn. 

What's happened 

Big Buddy in the news: 
Articles have been written in many of the 
suburban newspapers marking the 
success of Team Troy’s March returning 
from the big race. (read more overleaf) 
 

The Aucklander - South/East/Tamaki 
Edition’s also ran an article featuring our 
South Auckland Coordinator Stephen 
Bell and a recent new Big Buddy/Little 
Buddy match, Graeme and Loney.  This 
exposure has bought some enquiries 
from men wanting to become Big 
Buddies.  Great stuff! 

Who’s new  

In this issue we welcome the following 
new Big Buddies to the programme: 
 

Martin Lucas 
Chris Prime 

Andrew Walter 
Sean Jowers 

Stephan Coetzee 
Steve Deakin 

Phillip Cassrels 
Steve Krzystyniak 

Geoff Bate 
Bryan Norton 

Editorial from Richard  

Making the Go-Cart by Little Buddy Jason 

My Big Buddy Mark and I decided to make a Go-Cart. First we had to make a 
design. Mark knew what sort of shape it should be so he drew it up.  Next we 
went and got the wood for it and cut it out to shape.  We put it together and 
glued and nailed everything.  We went to Auckland Steel and got some framing 
and axles for the cart (it was really loud when it was getting cut).  Mark welded 
everything together and then we had to sort out the steering and brakes.  The 
first pair of steering rods was too short so we had to make new ones.  We 
found some wheels and a number plate and then we painted it green and had a 
test drive.  I LOVE my new Go-Cart, and can’t wait to take it out again.   

I have heaps of fun with my Big 
Buddy, and we do lots of stuff 
together, and talk about heaps of 
stuff.  I really like it when we go 
fishing (so does my Mum and 
Kitten!!).  Mark’s really funny too, 
sometimes he says we can’t go 
fishing, but he’s already got all the 
gear ready, I think he likes teasing 
me a bit. I’m glad he’s got a kind wife because she lets him take me out and 
she takes care of me too by feeding me.  One things for sure – I’m glad I’ve got 
a Big Buddy and even gladder that it’s Mark.   

A message from Jason’s Mum:  “I would like to say a huge thanks to the Big 
Buddy programme for sending Mark.  He has made such a HUGE difference in 
Jason’s life.  He is a great role model and an all round great guy.  Thanks also 
to Marks wife and family for supporting him while he is doing this, we 
appreciate it.  And mostly thanks to Mark for giving up his time to do something 
like this, I hope your getting as much out of this as Jason is, thank you”. 

Who do you know 

If you know of a good man out there who 
would make a Big Buddy now’s the time 
to tap him on the shoulder. Person to 
person is always the best way to 
promote what we do. 

*If you have a work e-newsletter that has a 
community focus section or an area in your 
workplace or somewhere else  for 
displaying Big Buddy material please call 
us for brochures and display stands. 



They did it! The Troy’s March 
team, Pete, Sam, Dave and 
Scott got up to China and 
completed the 7 day ultra 
marathon run in the Gobi Desert 

and they came back in one piece.  It is part of the 
RacingThePlanet series.  The race is a six-stage, seven-day, 
250-kilometre footrace traversing rivers, high plains, 
mountains, valleys, rocky terrain and sand dunes. With 
temperatures ranging from -40°C in winter to 45°C in summer, 
the Gobi is considered to be the harshest desert on Earth.  All 
competitors must carry all their own food, gear and clothing 
while navigating through about 25 checkpoints. Big ups to the 
team for completing the race and special thanks to Tania Bui 
and Ruth Kerr for their crucial work on the media and 
sponsorships side. The charity auction that was part of this 
effort, mentioned last newsletter, was a great success raising 
$14,000.  Thanks to the efforts of Troy’s mates Mike Taillie, 
Travis Field and Brian Lomas. 
In all it was a heroic effort and they did an old mate proud. 

Troy’s March 

In this column we highlight a few interesting and low 
cost things Buddies can do together: 
 

Our Big Buddy Monthly Meetings are starting to 
generate a number of idea’s for activities and places to 
find out about events/activities in the community.  
The city councils have pages on their websites -  
ak@play, http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/whatson/
default.asp  with a ‘what's on’ around Auckland City.  
Waitakere City website, http://www.waitakere.govt.nz/
apps/events/main.aspx with events out west. Search 
for ‘What's on Guide’ on the North Shore City website,  
http://www.northshorecity.govt.nz/  
And in the south, http://www.welcome2manukau.com/
tourism/events/ for events in South Auckland. 
Some of these events/activities are free so check it out!  
 

Roger and his Little Buddy Mason recently volunteered 
for ‘Ark in the Park’. http://ark.forestandbird.org.nz/
SITE_Default/SITE_ark/. The project is aiming to 
protect the existing plants and animals and to enable 
the return of species once found in the Waitakere 
Ranges.  It happens on Sundays out at the Kauri and 
Cascades Park.  Roger reports he and Mason had 
heaps of fun and learnt a lot so check out the website 
and see how you and your Little Buddy might be able to 
have an interesting and fun outing in nature and 
volunteer for a good cause at the same time. 

Cool stuff to do 

Big Buddy Community News - Issue 6, Winter 2006 

Yes we would like to hear from you! Send us an email, letter 
or phone call if you have something to contribute to this news 
letter or suggestions of what you would like to read here. 

You... 

Hello, my name is Josh and I went shooting with my mentor Gerry Swift one 
afternoon. There was no action happening until out of the blue we heard two ducks!  
We got ready to fire. All of a sudden, Gerry shouts “FIRE!”   Gerry fired the first shot 
at a duck.  The other duck that was with it had flown away.  I fired the second shot 
and the bird dropped to the water.  Gerry’s dog ‘Snoopy’ went into the water and 
retrieved the duck.  On the way around to where Snoopy was the duck that had got 
away flew up and Gerry shot it.  Snoopy fetched that one too.  What an awesome 
day!  We left with two ducks!   

I thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  Gerry is a fantastic teacher and has taught 
me a lot about guns and gun safety.  I always look forward to spending time and 
going shooting with him.    

Editors note: We know duck shooting is not everyone’s cup of tea.  We’d like to make 
mention that Gerry has taught Josh firearms safety/storage and gained membership of 
the Auckland Deer Stalkers Association prior to this story.  Gerry and Josh have been 
matched together for 6 months now and hunting is one of the passions they both share. 
Good on them we say and a big thanks to Josh for sharing his experience with us. 

Josh’s first duck! 

 

 

Our new Home at 40 Strid Road 


